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have been more than three weeks,, and we shall see from Juan de la Cosa's map that the survey was very superficial. He landed here and there, but saw no inhabitants; nor could he have wished to, for he believed them to be the bloodthirsty savages who had fought with the Norsemen. Cabot, with one small ship and eighteen men as the sole repositories of a discovery that would shake the wmld, could afford to take no risks* His landings must have been anxious affairs, with lighted match or arrow in the string, eyes straining to pierce the green woods for a lurking ambush, and backward glances to the beach. The natives kept out of sight, but he knew they were there. He saw snares set for game, and trees notched or felled by primitive axes, and at one place he picked up some tool of bone or wood which looked like a fisherman's netting needle. Then, says Pasqualigo, "being in doubt he returned to his ship5'.
The weather was temperate, warmer, we may judge, than that of England, for the land seemed capable of producing silks and dyewoods. The North American summer was at its height.
The English seamen noted one thing worthy of remark, that the tides were slack and did not run as they do at home. In fact the maximum rise and fall on the eastern coast of Nova Scotia is only six feet, almost negligible when compared with that of the Bristol Channel. The Bristol men had also a professional eye for something else, which struck their imaginations perhaps more powerfully than the promised riches of Cathay, The waters of this new shore were alive with fish. " Infinite quantity offish33, says the Paris Map, " sturgeons, salmon, very large soles a yard long, and many other kinds offish, and the greater number of them are called baccaiaos", which means cod. That may be based on later experience, but Soncino heard much the same from Cabot himself: "the sea there is swarming with fish, which can be taken not only with the net, but in baskets let down with a stone, so that it sinks in the water. I have heard this Messer Zoane state as much". Perhaps the good parson was himself an angler, and wrote the basket story with a twinkling eye and a prescience that it would be a classic.
Before leaving the coast on the return passage the explorers saw two more islands, or supposed islands, but food was running short and they did not stay to examine them. A mistranslation of Pasqualigo's letter has been the cause of much puzzlement and has been mistakenly used to support reasonings upon the locality visited. The letter was first printed in English in Rawdon Brown's Venetian Calendar of 1864, which renders "E al tornar aldreto a visto do ixole" as "And on Ms return he saw two islands to starboard". This would support a theory of a voyage south-eastwards